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Wickedness and Violence
“The Lord is in his holy
temple; the Lord’s throne is in
heaven; his eyes see, his eyelids
test, the children of man. The
Lord tests the righteous, but his
soul hates the wicked and the one
who loves violence” (Ps. 11:4-5).
This psalm reminds us that
God is truly God. He resides in
heaven. He is the one who is above
all. He is the one who sees all. He
is the one who is able to judge all.
And then we are told that he hates
wickedness and violence.
So what? Here’s what: let us
imitate God in that we learn to
hate wickedness and violence.
There is far too much wickedness
and violence in our world – even
in our own city. Let us resolve to
work out any differences we have
with others in a calm, non-violent
way. Let us seek to live righteous
lives in honor of our God in
heaven above. Let us pursue a
lifestyle that is pleasing in his eyes
instead of hated in his eyes.
See you Sunday, at peace…
David

Blessing in Persecution
David South
In the beatitude section of the sermon on the mount, Jesus said, “Blessed are those
who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven” (Mt. 5:10).
Persecution takes many forms, none of them pleasant. But, if one is persecuted for the sake
of righteousness, then there is some glory connected to it. This deserves a bit of
consideration.
First of all, let us be clear what this is NOT. Being persecuted for your faith is not the
same thing as being persecuted while you have faith. Peter warned Christians not to suffer
because they did wrong, but if they suffered for serving Christ, then there was cause for
rejoicing (1 Pet. 4:15-16). In this part of the sermon on the mount, Jesus was not referring to
any and all suffering. People suffer for a variety of reasons. This passage is not about
sickness or natural calamity. This passage is about those who suffer because they are
pursuing righteousness. Let me clear: Jesus does care about all the suffering you endure (cf.
1 Pet. 5:7). My point is that this beatitude is not about all suffering. It is about those who are
made to suffer precisely because they are following Jesus.
Some are merely reaping what they have sown rather than suffering for the cause of
Christ. You cannot misbehave and claim that your suffering has come about because you
were serving Jesus. Misbehavior does not only include works of the flesh like drunkenness
and immorality; it also includes doing religious things improperly or for wrong reasons (cf.
Mt. 7:21-23). Just because you call Jesus’ name over something does not mean it is his. You
can call yourself a Christian, but that by itself does not make you one. You can say you are
doing what is righteous, but that by itself does not make what you are doing righteous.
To suffer because you preach the truth in a hateful spirit does not mean you are
suffering for the sake of righteousness. You very well might be suffering because you are
mean-spirited. The people of Jesus are obligated to speak the truth in love (Eph. 4:15).
To misdefine righteousness and suffer for pursuing it is not to suffer for
righteousness’ sake. It was just after this that Jesus urged people to exceed the righteousness
of the scribes and Pharisees. If not, you will not enter the kingdom (5:20). Later in this same
sermon, Jesus said explicitly that there would be many in the day of judgment who would
claim to have been very active religiously in Jesus’ name, but he would not recognize them
(7:21-23).
It is interesting to add verse 11: “Blessed are you when others revile you and
persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account.” So, in verse 10
the persecution is stated to be because of righteousness, and in verse 11 it is stated to be
because of Jesus. To pursue righteousness the way God defines it is the same as striving to
follow Jesus. Jesus gave the instructions and the example for righteous living.
Jesus then explained why there was joy to be found even though one was made to
suffer (12). Those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake can rejoice because their
“reward is great in heaven.” Let us be true to Jesus even if it costs – especially if it costs!
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This Sunday will be our 3rd Sunday luncheon
following our morning worship. This week our cooks
are preparing chicken and dressing, cranberry sauce,
sweet potatoes, green beans and banana pudding.
Please pay at the door. Ages 6 and above will be
$7.00 and young children $3.50.

NEW MEMBER
Welcome to Kerwin May who has expressed
his desire to work and worship with us here at
Woodland Hills. His address is 9955 Spillway Circle,
Apt. 104, Cordova, TN 38016; phone 872-226-5884.

FAMILY EVENT CALENDAR
Feb 15 Parents Night out hosted by WHYG 4:30-8:00
Feb 21 – Singing at Tretiakov’s 6:00 pm - Bring
finger foods
April 20 – Easter Egg Hunt and Picnic - 11:00 am
June 1 – VBS Workday
June 9 – 12 – VBS – Theme this year is “Noah”
July 12-14 Family Retreat – The Ark Encounter in
Williamstown, KY
*If you are interested in hosting a singing night at your
house, please see Matt Mitchell.
* Softball: If anyone would like to play Men’s church
league softball, please Matt Mitchell. Games are on
Thursday evening from April to July in Germantown.

THANK YOU
Have you noticed the new paint job on the
walls in the gym and the drive-under canopy outside?
Thanks to Larry Knox and Mike Barrios for their time
and efforts to keep our building looking nice.

WANT TO HELP?
Do you have time or interest in helping with
an older patient who just needs some extra help? See
Pat Thomas for further information.

YOUTH CORNER
By: Thomas Williams

Why not join us each week for a great
home style meal? Only $6
Please sign the back of your attendance
card the individuals who will be
attending this week!

TUESDAY BIBLE CLASS
The Tuesday Bible class is back in session after a brief
recess. Come on Tuesday morning at 10:00 for a
great class and great fellowship.

Hello everyone! I hope that you all are
having a blessed week. This week I want to talk
about the power of spending time-together. You
see, part of my responsibilities in the role of
youth minister is to try and build relationships
with the teens. I have tried many different ways
of encouraging relationships, but the number one
factor that correlates to a deeper connection is
almost always simply- time spent together.
That’s what is so essential about our
weekly worship and Bible studies, and why we
seek to supplement these times with game nights
and retreats. Time spent with one another brings
us closer together.
With that in mind, I’m reminded of
Deuteronomy 6:
“Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the
Lord is one. You shall love the Lord your God
with all your heart and with all your soul and with
all your might. And these words that I command
you today shall be on your heart. You shall teach
them diligently to your children, and shall talk of
them when you sit in your house, and when you
walk by the way, and when you lie down, and
when you rise. You shall bind them as a sign on
your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between
your eyes. You shall write them on the doorposts
of your house and on your gates.”
We need to follow the example from the
Old Covenant, and make sure we are consistently
and constantly taking the Words of Life with us.
Spending time together with Lord and his Word,
so that we might draw closer and closer to Him.
Spend time together with God today, and
tomorrow, and forever. God Bless!

LET’S SING
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Viktor
and
Lynn
Tretiakova are hosting a night of
singing on February 21st at 6:00
pm,
at
their
home,
60
Countrywood
Lane,
Oakland.
Please bring finger foods. If you love to sing, plan
on this wonderful evening of song, fellowship and
good food. Phone 901-509-1094.

AREA-WIDE WORSHIP
The next area-wide worship service has been
scheduled for 5:00 pm, March 3 rd, at the Germantown
Church of Christ. The theme this year will be “Our
Journey of Faith.” More information at a later date.

