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Sweet Speech
There is significant blessing in encouraging
words. “Anxiety in a man’s heart weighs him
down, but a good word makes him glad” (Pr.
12:25). You probably already know that. You
have likely felt that heavy heart and benefited
from someone’s kind words. “Gracious words
are like a honeycomb, sweetness to the soul
and health to the body” (Pr. 16:24). You have
perhaps had opportunity to taste such gracious
words.
Unfortunately, we live in an era where
hateful, spiteful, hurtful words seem as
common as the air we breathe. We Christians
have opportunity to supply a breath of fresh
air into that mix of ugliness. Let us always look
for ways to offer those good, gracious words to
others.
It is important, of course, for those words
to be genuine. False flattery is not sweet nor
healing. “A lying tongue hates its victims, and
a flattering mouth works ruin (Pr. 26:28).
“These are grumblers, malcontents, following
their own sinful desires; they are loudmouthed boasters, showing favoritism to gain
advantage” (Jd. 16).
Some have a special knack for encouraging
people (like Barnabas). All of us, however, can
learn to express genuine words of kindness.
See you Sunday, genuinely gracious…
David

What You Can Do for Your Country
David South
Americans live with a political system that allows the general populace to have
a voice. People can vote to express their wishes for the direction of the country. This,
of course, takes a little effort on their part. They must register to vote, and they must
take the time to think about their vote, and they must make time available to go to the
voting stations on voting days. Further, Americans have a political system that allows
them to express their views without fear of reprisal from the government. Some
people, of course, are more heavily involved in politics than others. But all can have a
say, even if they are not “heavily” involved. I urge you to include your say by taking
advantage of the right to vote. You can have an impact on the direction of the country.
There is something else, however, that you can do for your country. I would
suggest it is even bigger than your right to vote. Notice the charge given by the apostle
Paul in 1 Timothy 2:1-4: “First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers,
intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all people, for kings and all who are in
high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every
way. This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior, who desires all
people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.”
That something that you can do for your country is to pray for her. Pray for
those in leadership positions. Note that this does not require that those in the
leadership positions AGREE with you in order for you to pray for them. The civil
leaders when Paul wrote these words did not agree with Christian principles. It is also
interesting that in this passage Paul did not instruct us to pray for their health or long
life. He instructed us to pray that their decisions and rules are such that we are able to
continue to serve God in peace and that we are able to live our lives in Christian
dignity. This kind of praying is good. This kind of praying is pleasing to God.
I noticed at least two other items in this admonition. First, Paul has included
something about the Christian lifestyle. He used the words peaceful, quiet, godly, and
dignified. Let us pursue this kind of living. Our praying for our civil leaders is
explicitly connected to pursuing Christian living. Second, this urge to pray for civil
leaders is connected to evangelism. In a civil setting that includes peace and freedom
to serve God, there is an open door for evangelism. God wants all people to be saved
and to learn the truth.
So, let us regularly pray for our civil leaders. In effect, we are praying for the
right to continue to live a Christian lifestyle and for the right to continue to evangelize.
This also behooves us to live that Christian lifestyle and to evangelize. These are the
best things that you can do for your country.

