
Gazette
The Vette Set, Inc. 

221 Paseo De Suenos 

Redondo Beach, CA 

90277 

DECEMBER 2018  

The Vette Set 

Sponsored by

California Highs to Lows ςMt. Whitney to Death Valley
1



OFFICERS AND APPOINTEES
TheVette Set Gazetteis a monthly publicationof The Vette Set, Inc., sponsoredby Win
Chevrolet,2201E. 223rd Street,LongBeach,CA90810. Articlesfrom membersare always
welcome, and are to be submitted to the Newsletter Editor (Pat) by 6:00pm Sunday
following the GeneralMeeting. Thesemeetingsare held on the first Thursdayof each
month at 7:00pm at Win Chevrolet,2201E. 223rd Street,LongBeach. Guestsare always
welcometo attend anyVette Setevent.

2018 Vette Set Officers & Appointees

Chevrolet trademark(s) used with the written permission of General Motors.
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Outside contact can be made with:

1. President David Tavaras, 562-308-0390, davidtapc@earthlink.net 

2. Vice President Chuck Hammer, 310-874-6657, ballpien99@hotmail.com

3. Ambassador Anton Wijenayake, 310-283-5426, awije@yahoo.com

Office Name

PRESIDENT David Tavares

VICE PRESIDENT Chuck Hammer

SECRETARY Stephanie Bloom

TREASURER John Tully

SERGEANT-AT-ARMS Gary Gaffney

ACTIVITIES Jennifer Walton

AMBASSADOR Anton Wijenayake

Dixie Foster

Sharon Cowley

BY-LAWS Jerry Clement

John Tully

Dick Whitford

Santiago Chavez

Linda Glaza

CHARITY Linda Tully

HISTORIAN Sharon Cowley

N.C. MUSEUM 

AMBASSADOR George Person

NCCC GOVERNOR Bruce Gaines

NEWSLETTER EDITOR Pat Cowley

PROCUREMENT Bill Molinelli

RACE Santiago Chavez

Reata Chance

Yvonne Molinelli

SPONSOR RELATIONSGeorge Person

SUNSHINE Yvonne Molinelli

WEB MASTER Raul Rodrigues

AWARDS BANQUET

CAR SHOW

RAFFLE



VETTE SET ACTIVITIES CALENDAR

ACTIVITIES
Jennifer Walton

December 6---General meeting at WIN 
Chevrolet at 7pm.  ***Please bring 
unwrapped toys and the Tullyswill donate 
them to Cheer for Children.  Donations of 
books & magazines can go to Linda Tully for 
our veterans.  Bring Holiday Party checks 
written to The Vette Set: $25/person.

December 8---Holiday Party at The Green 
Onion Mexican Restaurant in San Pedro.  
Cocktails at 5pm.  Dinner at 6pm.  
$25/person.  Checks made to The Vette Set.

NOTE #1:  Holiday Party checks may be mailed 
to David Tavares, written to The Vette Set for 
$25 per person. 

NOTE #2:  No Activities Dinner Meeting in 
December.

January 3, 2019---General meeting at WIN 
Chevrolet at 7pm.  Donations of books & 
magazines can go to Linda Tully for our 
veterans.  

January 16, 2019---Activities Dinner Meeting 
at 6:30pm with location TBA.  

February 2, 2019---Awards Banquet at 
Admiral wƛǎǘȅΩǎRestaurant in Palos Verdes 
Estates

Future Club Runs with dates and times TBA:
мΦ  aƻƴŘŀȅ 5ǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ /ƭǳō ƭŜŘ ōȅ WŀŎƪ ²ŀƭǘŜǊ ǘƻ 
wǳōŜƭΩǎCastle in Glendora.  Cost for the tour 
is $10/person with the Glendora Historical 
Society.  Tour is followed by lunch and 
optional twistys.  Meet at 8:30am at Krispy 
Kreme, 1199 Artesia Bl in Gardena.                                                    
2.  Jennifer Walton leads a run to The Filling 
Station restaurant near the traffic circle in the 
city of Orange for breakfast and on to Circle 
Oak Ranch for a beautiful scenic drive.                                                                                      
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NON-VETTE SET SPONSORED SO 
CAL ACTIVITIES

Garden Grove Car Show---Every Friday 4-
8pm in Old Town Garden Grove.  For more 
info, contact  David Tavares at 
davidtapc@earthlink.netor (562)308-0390.

/ǊǳƛǎƛƴƎ рлΩǎ ---2nd Saturday of each month, 
2-6pm for pre 1974 cars at Farmer Boys, near 
the 110 Freeway & Redondo Beach Bl. 

Caffeine Cruisers---Every Saturday, 7-10am in 
Torrance, on SE corner of Artesia & 
Hawthorne, between Starbucks & Sizzler.

n Torrance, on SE corner of Artesia & 
Hawthorne, between Starbucks & Sizzler.

NCM AMBASSADOR &
SPONSOR RELATIONS
George M. Person, Jr.

Two New Board Members Join NCM
Chuck Fast.  Chuck is no Stranger to the 
Museum or Motorsports Park. In fact, his 
daughter's name (Kimberlee A. Fast) adorns 
not only the pavilion at the track, but also the 
entry road that takes you there and on the 
Acre Club wall as you enter the Holley Tower, 
recognizing the family's contributions for six 
acres at the track.

Chuck's involvement with Corvette started in 
1964 when he purchased his first, a 1965 
Convertible, and joined the Corvette Club of 
Michigan the following year. Having owned at 
least one Corvette at a time since, Chuck has 
had a total of 20 so far, with four currently 
being in his garage - a 1967 Coupe, purchased 
new that he plans to donate to the Museum, 
a 2011 ZR1 and 2016 C7.R Convertible, both 
of which were picked up at the Museum 
through the R8C Delivery Program, and Kim's 
2004 which will also be donated to the 
Museum.

mailto:davidtapc@earthlink.net
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Kaye Wagner.  After Kaye's dadpurchased a 
Corvette, she caught the bug. Shortly after 
purchasing her own C7, Kaye visited the 
National Corvette Museum, doing a V.I.P. 
Plant and Museum tour. Since then, she 
travels to car shows on her own, including the 
Corvette and Camaro show her club, the 
Sioux Falls Corvette Club, holds each June. 
Kaye has held several offices in the club, 
including Vice President and most recently 
President. It was Kaye's involvement with her 
club that caught the eye of National Corvette 
Museum Board Chair Lon Helton. "Our club 
plans an opening event to kick off Hot 
Summer Nights and then drives in a caravan 
to the Black Hills Corvette Classic where 800-
900 participants from all over the country 
gather. Lon introduced himself, so I invited 
him to be a dignitary and lead the 400+ mile 
drive to Spearfish, "said Kaye. "We chatted off 
and on all weekend. He asked me to consider 
applying for the board position, and here we 
areΗά

Corvette Earns More 'Best Car' Nods

The Chevrolet Corvette continues to rack up 
accolades and has two more recent ones to 
add to their list.

Best Car To Buy In 2019.  Motor Authority has 
announced the Chevrolet Corvette ZR1 as the 
Best Car to buy in 2019. The ZR1 faced off 
against a class of strong contenders that 
included the Audi RS 5, BMW 5, Ford Mustang 
GT Performance Pack Level 2, and Jaguar I-
Pace.

12 Best 2-Seater Cars.  Us News & World 
Report has published a list of the best 2-seat 
cars you can buy from today's mainstream 
automakers. Making the list with a score of 
8.8 out of 10 was the 2019 Corvette. Others 
on the list include 2019 Audi TT Roadster, 

2018 Mercedes-Benz SLC, 2019 Jaguar F-Type 
and 2018 Acura NSX.

Welcome Two New Museum Staff

Maci Hensley.  With the retirement of NCM 
Events Manager, Karen Renfrow, and 
promotion to Manager of Bryce Burklow-
they needed another member for their 
Events Team. Maci served as an intern at the 
NCM Motorsports Park over the summer, and 
is a graduate of Western Kentucky University 
with a Bachelor of Science in Recreation 
Administration with concentration in Facility 
Management and Event Planning. Be sure to 
welcome her when you see her at their next 
on-site event - the Michelin NCM Bash April 
25-27.

MandiThomas.  As the number of team 
members at the Museum and Motorsports 
Park has grown, so has the need for an HR 
Manager. MandiThomas comes to them with 
over 15 years of experience, both in the non-
profit and for-profit sectors. Mandimoved to 
Kentucky in 1996 when her dad transferred 
from the GM assembly plant in Tarrytown, NY 
to GM Bowling Green Assembly. A SHRM 
Certified Professional with BS in HR 
Management from WKU, and MBA from 
Morehead State, help welcome Mandi to the 
NCM team.

You can read more about Maci and Mandi in 
the next issue of America's Sports Car 
magazine - the magazine for members of the 
National Corvette Museum.

Win a 2019 Torch Red Vette

Your next chance to win a Corvette is 
Thursday, December 13 at 2pm CT when they 
raffle off a 2019 Torch Red Corvette Coupe. 
This will be the LAST Corvette raffle for 2018! 
Don't miss out...Tickets are $100 and the 
raffle is limited to 1,500 tickets.

!
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Tune-In Alert! Power Nation to Air NCM 
Episode

This weekend, PowerNationTV will air a 
segment featuring the National Corvette 
Museum on the show 'On the Road. Viewers 
can tune into the new Paramount Network 
(formerly Spike TV). -Sunday, December 9 at 
9am ET.  The segment will re-air next Friday, 
December 14 on NBCSN at 10pm PT.

Countdown to 25th Anniversary Celebration

It's just over eight months until the Museum's 
25th Anniversary Celebration and National 
Corvette Caravan slated for August 28-31, 
2019. Have you registered yet? You also have 
the option to join a caravan to get there!

While two of their banquets are sold out, 
they are adding two more to the list, and 
working with some of the area attractions to 
offer even more dinners and activities. Stay 
tuned as more exciting plans are rolled out in 
2019. But for now, be sure to sign up so you 
can stay in the know!

George Person, Jr.

CHARITY
Linda Tully

ά/ƘŜŜǊ ŦƻǊ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴέ Řƻƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ 
to the December Vette Set meeting and 
delivered ǘƻ wǳōȅΩǎ 5ƛƴŜǊ ƻƴ CǊƛŘŀȅΣ 
December 7. Thanks to all of the club 
members who contributed to this charity 
which will make a happy Xmas for many 
children.

ά/ƘŜŜǊ for Children is a nonprofit, all 
volunteer organization in the South Bay. Every 
year since 1985, they have hosted seasonal 
events at Harbor UCLA Medical Center for 
acutely ill children and their familiesΦέ
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SUNSHINE
Yvonne Molinelli

Yvonne Molinelli

REATA/YVONNE

50/50

NAME BADGE DRAWING
Vice President Chuck asked new member 
Martha Arredondoto draw the lucky winner.  
She drew Rob ²ŜƛƳŜǊΩǎ name for a $10 
prize.

50/50 DRAWING 

This ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ рлκрл ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ was a BIG $160.  
New member, Rich Martinez, drew the 
winning ticket ofJack Walter.  Both Jack and 
the club received $80.

Ho HoHo

Happy Holidays to all

Merry Christmas and have a safe and jolly 
Xmas and a Happy New Year!

Reata & Yvonne

Next year, Dixie Foster will be in charge of  
Sunshinewith Sharon Cowleyand Careen 
Hammerassisting as helper bees.  In addition, 
Emma Gaffney will be taking over the 
responsibilities for the 50/50 drawings during 
2019.

Bloom Stephanie 12/01
Tully Linda 12/02

Tavares David 12/06

McManis Charlie 12/09
Noel John 12/10

Aguirre Nelie 12/15
Molinelli Bill 12/15
Cowley Sharon 12/24

Hammer Careen 12/24
Vivas Carlos 12/24
Benthuys Elaine 12/26
Gaffney Gary 12/29

Morelock Ken 12/13

Morelock Robin 12/13

Benthuys Elaine 12/28

Benthuys Paul 12/28
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NCCC REPORT
Bruce Gaines

13th Corvette Pirates cruise aboard the Carnival Dream to the Western Carribean.

Private parties -- free food and drink. Corvette Matchbox car show. Corvette Matchbox drag 

races. Miniature golf tournament. Fun. Fun. ...And more fun.

     Day 1 - Departure from port of New Orleans, LA

     Day 2 - Fun day at sea

     Day 3 - Fun day at sea

     Day 4 - Montego Bay, Jamaica

     Day 5 - Grand Cayman, Cayman Islands

     Day 6 - Cozumel, Mexico

     Day 7 - Fun day at sea

     Day 8 - Return to port of New Orleans, LA
Click here to go to the Corvette Pirates Facebook page

Click here to go to the See Ya Later Alligator Travel Agency web site

Click here to go to the Carnival web site for this itinerary

60th annual NCCC national Convention in Denver, CO hosted by the Rocky Mountain 

Region

Judged and peoples choice Car show, rallye, low speed autocross, matching time trial, high 

speed autocross, drags, funkhana, 

golf tournament, tours of local attractions, Corvette Mall, hospitality room. Parties, national 

champions awards banquet, Convention awards breakfast.

NCCC national meetings at the Sheraton Westport Plaza Hotel, St. Louis, MO -- Allen Morris (949) 367-9000 

Email: amorrismv@aol.com

28th annual Cruisin' For A Cure for prostate cancer at the Orange County Fairgrounds in 

Costa Mesa, CA. Open to all types of vehicles.

Proceeds go to the KSK Cancer Center of Irvine.
Cruisin' For A Cure web site

NCCC West Coast Region Calendar

Sanctioned events are in red       West Coast Region events are in blue      Other events are in black  

September  2019

7-8 Fri-Sat

22 Sat

January  2019

20-27
Sun-

Sun

July  2019

7-12 Fri-Sat
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Features
ÅColor is LeMansBlue with shale interior, red calipers
Åclear top (removable)
Åchrome wheels (Corvette) 
Å94,000 miles
ÅCar is in very good shape 
Åservice records since 30,000 miles 
Ånear new brakes
Åjust serviced including 4 wheel alignment a couple months ago

Contact Kurt Swanson
Å310-920-4595

2004 Commemorative Edition Corvette For Sale, $14K



We had
òV
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CALIFORNIA HIGHS TO LOWS ðMT. WHITNEY TO DEATH VALLEY
November 10, 11 & 12, 2018

Jon and Anton tried to find their houses Aqueduct pipe section 

Last one 
there is a 
rotten egg

Saturday, Nov. 10.
At 9:00 AM, we met at IN-N-OUT 
located at the North Inglewood 
Avenue exit of the 405 freeway.  
At this gathering, Jack gave a 
description of the first leg of our 
journey to Lone Pine.  Because we 
had a group of 23Corvettes and 3
other vehicles, co-leader Jerry 
Clement described proper caravan 
etiquette and passed out a 
ά/ŀǊŀǾŀƴŜǊΩǎDǳƛŘŜέ ŦƻǊ ŜŀŎƘ ŎŀǊΦ  

Eastern Sierra Visitor Center. About 9:30 AM, with Jack in the lead, we headed north on the 
405, 5 and 14 Freeways to Mojave for a rest stop at McDonalds.  From there we took the 395 to 
Lone Pine where our first stop was at the Eastern Sierra Visitor Center.  There, on the 3-D map, 
one can view Mt. Whitney, the highest peak (14,505 ft) in ǘƘŜ άƭƻǿŜǊ пу ǎǘŀǘŜǎέ ŀƴŘ Badwater
Basin, the lowest  place (-279 ft) in the North America.  The journey between these two land-
marks ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜ ŦƻǊ WŀŎƪΩǎ ǊǳƴΥ  ά/ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀ IƛƎƘǎ ǘƻ [ƻǿǎ ςMt. Whitney to Death ValleyΦέ

Jack & Jerry stressed mature, responsible driving


